
To Bu i ld t he Hub Po r t o f No r t he as t As i a :

KFPTWU , KPLA And MOMAF Ag re e d on Pe ac e
De c l a r a t i on

Ch oi Bon g - h on g , ch air m an of th e Kor e an F e der at ion of P or t an d T r ans p or t Wor k er ?

Un ions (KF PT WU) ; Kw ak Young - w o ok , ch a ir m an of th e K or e a P or t Logis t ics

As s o cia t ion ; an d Ch an g S e un g - w oo , min is t e r of Mar it im e Affair s an d F is h er ies ,

r epr es en t ing th e lab or , m an ag e m en t an d g ov ern m en t in th e p or t s e c t or of Kor e a

h e ld a s ign in g c er e m on y t o "De clar e P e ac e " in th e s e ct or at th e MOMAF

c on fer en c e r oom on Apr il 7 , 200 4 , wh er e a join t s t a t e m en t w as ann oun c e d on th e

s e t t le m en t of p e a ce in p or ts .

Amids t e x tr e m e ly k e en c omp e t it ions , th e lab or , m an ag e m en t an d g ov er nm ent

auth or it ies in th e p or t s e ct or of Kor e a s h ar e d ackn ow le dg e m en t th a t th e

dev e lop m en t of th e p or t an d log is t ic in dus tr y is th e k e y t o m ak ing Kor e a th e

e c on om ic h ub of N or th e as t As ia . T h e ir j oin t s t at e m en t aim e d for th e p e a ce ful

s e t t le m en t of th e lab or an d m an ag e m en t r e la t ions h ip in th e p or t in dus tr y .

Giv en th e r e cen t e c on omic h ar ds h ips c aus e d b y s lugg is h dom es t ic de m an d an d

low er e d inv es tm en t , th e p ar t ies agr e e d t o m ak e th e lab or - m an ag e m en t r e lat ions h ip

m or e s t ab le t o pr odu ct iv e ly con tr ib ut e t o th e b oos t of th e n a t ion al e c on om y .

T h e thr e e p ar t ies m a de it cle ar th at th e y in t en d t o e x er t s tr en uous e ffor ts an d

c los e ly c oop er at e with on e an oth er in s tr en g th enin g in t e rn a t ion al comp e t it iv en es s ,

in cr e as in g th e qu a lity of lab or an d ens ur in g a r e as on ab le an d s t ab le s upp ly of lab or .

T h e y will de dic at e th e ms e lv es t o es t ab lis h ing p e a ce an d s t ab ility in th e p or t an d

logis t ics in dus tr y an d cr e at in g an amicab le a tm os ph er e b e tw e en lab or an d

m an ag e m en t b as e d on mutu a l r es p e ct an d tr us t .

T h e agr e e m ent w as m a de on fiv e s p e c ific g o als in c lu ding th e co op er a t ion on

s tr en g th enin g p or t comp e t it iv en es s an d th e in cr e as e on th e qu ality of lab or thr ough

on g oin g tr a in in g . T h es e g o als ar e t o ens ur e th e amicab le tr ip ar t it e r e lat ions h ip b y

pr ov idin g th e h igh es t qu ality p or t s e rv ices as w e ll as in cr e as in g th e qu ality of

lab or .

T h e fiv e s p e c ific g oa ls ar e as follows : (1) F ully co op er a t e t o enh an ce

c omp e t it iv en es s of th e p or ts b y pr ovidin g th e b es t s e r v ices ;

(2) Mak e a s tr en uous e ffor t t o in cr e as e qua lity of lab or b y ens ur in g e mp loym en t

s t ab ility , w e lfar e an d r e tr ain in g of p or t w ork er s ;

(3) Rais e th e n at ion a l cr e dit s t an din g w ith th e c oop er at iv e lab or an d m an ag e m en t

r e lat ions h ip an d a ct iv e ly eng ag e in jo in t p or t s a les ac t iv it ie s ;

(4 ) P ay r e g ar d t o th e es t ab lis h e d agr e e m en ts an d c los e ly c oop er at e in m odern izin g

th e p or ts ; an d

(5) Con clu de w ag e n e g ot ia t ions for 20 0 4 b e for e th e en d of May b as e d on th e

in cr e as e r a t e in s t ev e dor ag e of 4 .5%.



Giv en th e pr es en t cir cums t an ces of th e Kor e an e con omy an d p or t in dus tr y , th e

de c lar at ion is e xp e ct e d t o car r y cons ider ab le s ign ifican ce an d h av e v er y p os it iv e

r iffle e ffe ct . Re c en t ly , th e K or e an p or ts h av e fa ce d h ar ds h ips b oth at h om e an d

abr o ad .

Las t y e ar , th er e w er e tw o r oun ds of tr u ck er s ' w alk out wh ich w as follow e d b y th e

dam ag e caus e d b y th e typh oon Ma e mi. T h es e s er ious ly thr e a t en e d t o un der min e

th e cap ab ilit ies of th e Kor e an p or ts in s uch a w ay t o low er th e cr e dit s t an din g of

th e c oun tr y .

In a ddit ion , r ap id gr owth of th e p or ts an d th e ch as e b y th e en cir clin g p or ts a t fu ll

s p e e d p os e s er ious ch a llen g es t o th e s t atus of th e Kor e an p or ts . Las t y e ar , p or ts

in Sh an gh a i an d Sh en zen w er e r ank e d th ir d an d four th p lac e in th e w or ld

r es p e c t iv e ly in t e r ms of con t a in er th r oughp ut , p us h in g aw ay Bus an on th e b as is of

th e ir c ountr y 's h igh e c on om ic gr ow th r at e of 9 .1%. Jap an als o e x er t e d e ffor t t o

m ak e its p or ts e fficien t wh ile r e du cin g c os t b y conn e c t in g Kob e an d Os ak a as a

s in gle p or t , aim ing t o dev e lop it as a h ub p or t .

T h e clos e c ollab or at ion de m ons tr at e d b y th e thr e e p ar t ies in th e pr oc es s of

r e cov er in g fr om th e typh oon dam ag e in S ep t e mb er r es ult e d in th e e x ch ang e of th e

Agr e e m en t on th e Comp os it ion of th e Lab or an d Man ag e m en t Coun cil for P r ov iding

th e P or t of Bus an w ith Lab or S upp ly in De c e mb er las t y e ar . A s er ies of s u ch

en de av or s h as fin ally b or n e fr uit in th e for m of th e de clar a t ion of p e a ce in th e

p or ts .

In th e de clar a t ion , th e y agr e e d on th e br oa d pr in c ip le th at th e p or t an d logis t ics

in dus tr y is a m ajor c on tr ib ut or t o s t im ula t in g th e s uffe r in g Kor e an e con omy .

By es t ab lis h in g a s t ab le lab or an d m an ag e m ent r e la t ions h ip , th e thr e e p ar t ies h ad a

c omm on un der s t an din g th a t th e p or t an d logis t ics s e ct or is th e k e y t o b uildin g th e

e c on om ic h ub of N or th e as t As ia .

T h e p e a ce de c lar at ion w ould affe ct n ot m er e ly th e p or t op er at ion b ut th e Kor e an

logis t ics an d th e en t ir e n at ion a l e con omy . P or ts in Kor e a p lay a cr u cia l r ole in th e

n a t ion 's logis t ics flow , a cc oun t ing for appr ox im at e ly 9 9 .7 % of th e imp or t an d e xp or t .

F or th is r e as on , s tr ik es a t p or ts could dir e ct ly h it tr ade an d th e e c on omy of th e

c oun tr y . Block a de at p or ts t o imp or t or e x p or t for jus t a s in g le day is es t im at e d t o

b e ov er US$ 8 30 million of tr ade los s .

T h e de c lar at ion on th is o cc as ion is ant ic ip at e d t o k e ep ent e r pr is es m or e ac t iv e ly

en g ag e d in e con omic ac t iv it ies an d c on tr ib ut e e x t ens iv e ly t o th e r e c ov er y of th e

depr es s e d n at ion al e c on omy b y dis s ip at in g th e ir un e as y fe e lin gs ab out th e logis t ics

in Kor e a .

With r e g ar ds t o th e ong oin g en de av or t o a t tr a ct en t e rpr is es in t o a p or t dis tr i- p ark ,

th e de clar a t ion w ould pr ovide a m om entum for for e ign ent e r pr is es an d inv es t or s t o

p ut m or e tr us t an d in cr e as e inv es tm en t in th e K or e an p or ts .

In th e futur e , th e thr e e p ar t ies p lan t o pr op ag a t e th e p e a ce de clar a t ion . T h is m e ans

th a t for e ign s h ipp ing comp an ies will h av e jo in t p or t s ales a ct iv it ies in or der t o br in g



s u ch s ubs t ant ia l e ffe c t , at tr ac t ing th e m t o us e Kor e an p or ts r e g ular ly . ★

The Ag r e emen t on F i v e Spe c i f i c Go a l s

D es iring to en sure peace and stability in the port s ector and ensure a friendly

labor- m anag ement relationship , KFPT WU , KPLA and M OMA F hav e reached an

agreem ent as follow s . - Ed.

1. W e w ill collaborat e t o th e utm ost to play a centr al role in building a m ajor logist ics

hub for N ortheast A sia by prom oting the com pet it iv e adv ant ag e of our port s as w ell as

providing high - qu ality port serv ices , in creasing conv enien ce for port u ser s an d enhan cing

the product iv ity of th e port an d logist ics in du stry .

2. W e w ill m ake strenu ou s effort s to en sure stable em ploym ent an d prom ote the w elfar e

of port w orker s as w ell as in crease the qu ality of labor through on goin g tr ain in g .

3. W e w ill concent rat e our effort s t o help raise the credit st an ding of our country

abroad by en surin g peaceful sett lem ent s of th e labor - m an agem ent is sues of our port

indu stry w hile bein g activ ely inv olv ed in the tr ipartite port sales act iv it ies .

4. W e w ill play regard to th e est ablish ed agreem ent s am ong the three part ies and

closely cooperat e in m odernizin g our port s in order t o respon d product iv ely t o chan ges

in the port environm ent , con sidering the situation of each port .

5. T h e w age agreem ent bet w een the labor an d m anagem ent in th e port sect or for 2004

shall be com plet ed before the end of M ay in accordance w ith the in creased rate in port

stev edorag e of 4.5% , w hich took effect M arch 17, 2004.


