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On th e occa sion of the celebrat ion of Qu een ' s Day on April 30, 2004, Dut ch Am bassador

Radin ck J . v an V ollenhov en contr ibut ed th e follow ing ar ticle , ex t ending his greet in g s and

sayin g , "I am grat efu l t o DIP LOMA CY for this opportunity t o address it s r eader s ." - Ed.

W ith an area of 42,000km 2, the King dom of th e N ether - lands is barely half th e size of

Korea . It s population of 16 million is about a third of th at of Korea . But look s appearan ces

deceiv e. T he Dutch econ om y is th e w orld ' s 11th largest in size, about as big as Au str alia or

Korea . T he Netherlands is the th ird largest inv estor in th e Unit ed St at es an d on e of the

largest inv estor s in the European Union for th e last four decades , the period in w hich th e

"Miracle of the Han Riv er " t ook shape. In th e w orld , the N eth erlan ds has been th e th ird

largest export er of agricultur al g oods and th e sev enth larg est ex port er ov erall.

A s a sm all country am ong bigg er nat ion s , the N eth erlan ds tr adit ionally att ach es great v alue t o

respect for int ernat ion al law . Indeed, it is n ot an ex ag geration t o claim th at m odern

int ern ation al law w as foun ded by a Dut ch scholar , Hu go de Groot (or Hu go de Grot iu s ), w h o

w rote the fir st t r eat ies on the subj ect . It w as tr an slat ed in to m any languag es an d is st ill

u sed in univ er sit ies all ov er the w orld .

T he Neth erlan ds is becom ing the judicial capital of th e w orld. T h e Hagu e has been host to

the Int ernat ional Court of Ju stice since th e day s of th e Leagu e of Nat ion s .

T he perm anent Court of Arbitr at ion w a s also est ablish ed in the Hague , and so w ere th e

Int ernat ional Crim in al T ribun al for the F orm er Yug oslav ia , th e P erm a - n ent Bureau of th e

H ague Conference for P riv at e Int ern ation al Law an d the H ague A cademy of Intern at ional Law .

In light of this tr adition , it follow ed quite n aturally in th e early 1980s to base the U .S .- Ir an

claim s tr ibun al in T he H ague. T w o y ear s ago, it w as decided to m ov e the new ly - est ablished

Int ernat ional Criminal Court (ICC) t o th at city as w ell. Last y ear , the ICC has been form ally

inaugurat ed .

T he Netherlands has m any thing s in com m on w ith the Republic of Korea . Both countr ies are

r elat iv ely sm all and are surroun ded by big ger neighbor s w ith w hom past r elation s w ere

som etim es problem atic. T hey are also countr ies w h ose econ om ic perform an ce far ex ceeds their

g eographical size and are hom e t o w orld - cla ss an d w orld - size com panies : Shell, Philip s ,

Unilev er , A KZO - N OBEL, ABN - AMRO, IN G and KLM on th e Dutch side ; Hyundai, S am sun g ,

LG an d S K on the Korean side t o n am e ju st a few .

Sh ort ages in natural r esources hav e b een balanced throu gh a w ell - educat ed , disciplined and

product iv e labour - force. F or th is r eason , m ore Korean com panies are picking the Netherlands

a s the sit e t o est ablish th eir European operat ion s . Since the est ablishm ent of a European

com m on m arket , the Netherlands h as becom e an ev en m ore str at egic locat ion for Korean

com panies t o han dle their bu sines s all ov er Europe. F or ex am ple, r ecent ly LG Electronics ,



H ankook T ire and Korea Huf est ablished a pan - European operation in N etherlands .

F urtherm ore, Korea an d Netherlands profit from their g eographical location : the Netherlands as

the g atew ay t o Europe an d Korea w ith it s am bitiou s plan s t o becom e the hub of North east

A sia .

T he plan s for the ex pan sion of the port of Bu san t o becom e on e of the bigg est harbor s in

A sia t estify t o this policy , as does the im pressiv e n ew airport of Inch eon .

In both project s , Netherlands ' com panies are inv olv ed. A s the g at ew ay t o Europe, th e

N etherlands rank s third as a buy er of Korean produ ct s in the European Union an d the fourth

a s a supplier of g oods .

In th e 90s , the Netherlands ha s becom e Korea ' s m ain supplier of up - t o- dat e agricultur al

t echnology an d m at erials . Dut ch agricultur e ha s becom e a m odel for agricultur e in Korea du e

t o the great sim ilar ities betw een the t w o countr ies in agricultur al cir cum stances such as

lim ited farm lan d an d sm all - scale farm ing in a den sely populat ed country .

Kor ea ' s em ergin g expor t s of high v alu e- added agricultur al produ ct s lik e paprik a , flow er s and

pork are based on Dut ch t echn ology and m aterials , such as gla ssh ou se, seed , farm in g

equipm ent an d feed t echnology . F arm er s and related agricultural organizat ion s in the

N etherlands are receiv in g high num ber s of Korean visit or s , farm er s an d relat ed t echnician s .

Ov er the past decade, about 80% of all agricultural h igh school t each er s in Korea and a lot of

k ey technician s of Korea agricultur al in st itut es h av e been tr ained in agricultur al research and

tr aining station s in th e Netherlands .

M any act iv ities t ook place in th e field of econom ics an d comm erce . T oday , our ex port to

Korea am ount s t o US $ 1.3 billion per y ear . T h ese day s , th e Neth erlan ds is m ainly fam ou s in

Korea for it s ch em ical produ ct s , m achin es an d other in du str ial goods .

M ore Dut ch com panies w ould like t o ex pan d th eir bu sin esses t ow ard Korea . In 2003, Korea

w a s our third tr adin g partner in A sia follow ed by Chin a and Japan . In that sam e y ear , the

N etherlands Minist er for F oreign T rade paid a visit t o Korea w ith Mr . Guu s Hiddink and a

delegation of m any prestigiou s Dutch com panies .

In M arch this y ear , LG- Philip s LCD (the w orld ' s larg est LCD producer ) broke ground on a

m am m oth LCD com plex in P aju , Gy eong gi Provin ce, w hich w ill h ou se a fabricat ion facility for

40 t o 50 related com panies an d an R&D center . LG- P hilip s LCD is a join t v enture betw een

LG Electronics and Roy al Philips NV , Europe ' s big gest con sum er electronics m ak er .

T here are plan s t o inv est K￦25tr illion in the 3.3km 2 com plex ov er th e n ex t 10 y ear s . T he

facility is ex pected t o creat e as m any as 25,000 new job s .

In th e 17th Century , the Dut ch set foot on Korean soil and w ere the fir st to r eport back on

it . In 1653, a Dut ch m erch ant v essel n am ed th e Sperw er (the sparrow - haw k ) w as

shipw recked off th e coast of Jeju . T hir ty - six m en m ade it t o shore. Aft er 13 y ear s , eight of

them m an aged to get back t o Hollan d, w here H endrik H am el, their leader , publish ed the fir st

b ook on Korea in th e W est .

N ow aday s , a m onum ent on th e coast of Jeju m em ories th is ev ent , as w ell as a statu e in

Gangjin , w h ere Ham el an d som e of his com patr iot s liv ed a num ber of y ear s .

Last y ear , Korea an d th e N eth erlan ds com m em orat ed the lan ding of Hen drik H am el on the



Korean coast ex actly 350 y ear s ag o. M any fest iv e act iv it ies w ere org anized throu gh out the

y ear .

F or the H am el Year , th e Netherlands receiv ed m u ch support from the Korean centr al and local

authorit ies . T he visit of Mr . Hiddink and the g ood perform ance of th e Korean football team

h ad giv en an extr a dim en sion in our r elat ion s .

Besides the w orld of sport s , there is a m utual int er est in art . A st agg erin g su cces s w a s the

exhibition on 17th Century Dutch M a st er P aint ing s from th e M aurit shuis Collect ion (the ag e

of Rem bran dt ), w hich t ook place in the Dok su P alace Mu seum . In oth er fields , th e

N etherlands has been v ery v isible in Korea .

Ju st to m ent ion a few are th e perform an ce of In tro Dan ce, th e screening of th e film of Jan

den H art og (Ham els Horizon ) an d the ex hibit ion of Droog Design . In cooperat ion w ith th e

Univ er sity of Leiden , a book called , "T he W orld of H en drik H am el," w as present ed . Becau se

of it s su ccess , the H am el Year is prolong ed in 2004.

A m ong other s , the Opera Ham el, th e Dut ch A nim ation festiv al and a perform an ce of th e

N etherlands Dan ce T heatr e w ill t ake place, highlight in g the v ery close relation ship in th e

cultural field b etw een the Neth erlan ds and Korea .

Since the day s of H am el, the relat ion s betw een our t w o countr ies h av e com e a lon g w ay .

Ev ery y ear , hun dreds of stu dent s m ake the journ ey bet w een Korea and the Netherlan ds .

Korean stu dent s are especially at t racted t o Dut ch cour ses in environm ent al t echn ology ,

engin eerin g , m edical fields and mu sic.

In the education al an d scientific field , I ex pect th at the tw o countries w ill get closer . In

addit ion , bu sinessm en , officials , scholar s and t ourist s w ill find their w ay to each other s

country in ev er - increasing num ber s .

Cont act s bet w een Korea an d the N etherlands hav e in creased recently . In support of the S outh

Korean policy aiming to ov ercom e decades of h ost ility , th e Netherlands , togeth er w ith other

countr ies of the EU , is try ing t o len d a helping h and t o North Korea . W h en I w as accredited

t o P y on gy an g in 2001, the Nether - lands established diplom atic relat ion s w ith North Korea .

T o facilitat e all these contact s , agreem ent s hav e been concluded in th e fields of av oidan ce of

double t ax at ion , prot ect ion of inv estm ent s , m arit im e affair s , con stru ct ion , defen se and th e like .

T hey provide a stron g ba se for a furth er ext en sion of our cooperation in th e 21st Century . ★


