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Confronting the Nuclear Past and our Fears
at the Same Time

South Korea is one of over 40 countries that could produce nudear weapons but have
remained non-nudear. Seoul’ s dliance with the United Sates, commitment to peace on the
Korean peninsula, and economic and palitical links to the rest of the world have made nudear
wesgpons irrdevant for its security and prosperity. Yet, information that South Korean experts
engaged in searet nudear activities as recently as 2000 poses some difficult choices for the
government in Seoul and some important questions for the res of the world.

The scale of the past nudear adtivities mugst be kept in perspective. Nether the plutonium or
uranium experiments have given South Korea an ability to produce nudear weapons and there
is no direct evidence that South Korea has resarted the secret nudear program that exised in
the 1970s. The Internationa Atomic Energy Agency continues to invedigate South Korea s past
adivities and it is citical that Seoul provide the agency with its full cooperation. Only by
demondtrating that is nothing left to hide can South Korea reassure its friends about its true
nudear intentions. Such reassurance is aiticd if South Korea wants to make progress on
bringing North Korea s nudear weapon and other dangerous programs to an end.

South Korea s nuclear adivities no matter how smal - ae a vioation of its legd
commitments to the IAEA and under the Nudear Non-Proliferation Treaty. As a country
dedicated to the rule of law, South Korea should be anxious to demondrate that it takes these
actions serioudy. Making the sdentigs who conducted the work avalable and fully cooperative
with the IAEA is essentid and punishing the offidas who authorized the experiments may aso
be required. In the end, Seoul may even have to accept IAEA Board of Governors and UN
Security  Coundl resolutions noting the past violaions. There is no risk that these would
include any penalties or sanctions for these activities and should aso make note of South
Korea s subsequent cooperation. This is the same course of action taken when it was revealed
the former Romanian government has pursued secret nudear activities, and a UNSC resolution
with no sanctions put an end to the whole affair.

There will be some who bdieve that the recent disdosures about South Korea s past nudear
adtivities are the tip of a nudear iceberg in South Korea. [NOTE TO INSUN IF YOU DO NOT
HAVE A GOOD WAY TO TRANSLATE THIS INTO KOREAN YOU CAN SAY “ THERE ARE
THOSE WHO WILL BELIEVE, DESPITE THE LACK OF SUPPORTING EVIDENCE, THAT THE
RECENT DISCLOSURES ARE ONLY A SVMALL PART OF A LARGER, STILL HIDDEN
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disprove these conspiracies.

These are by any measure trying times in Eas Ada North Korea has been able to ress
international pressure and continues to advance its nudear ambitions & a time when the
USSouth Korean alliance is undergoing unprecedented challenges, compounded by the
instability and uncertainty caused by the realignment and reduction of US troops in South
Korea. Under these drcumstances, people might not be surprised by South Korea reconsidering
its nudear options. The colapse of the 1994 Agreed Framework, the 1992 North-South
Denudearization, Iran’ s continued pursuit of nudear technology and concerns about the future
direction of US foreign policy have weakened the strength of the sysem that seeks to prevent
the gpread of nudear weapons. While Seoul would be demonstrably less secure should it ever
decide to build nudear weapons, people under threat and logng fath in its friends sometimes
consde even dangerous options to defend themsaves.

Many nudear experts bdieve the world is a a nudear tipping point. If the nudear efforts of
North Korea and Iran can be dopped, then the globa nonproliferation regime can be
dgrengthened and the internationd role of nudear wespons diminished. However, if ether
North Korea or Iran succeed in ther efforts to become nuclear weapon dates then the world
could see a new wave of praliferation that might indude Egypt, Japan, Saudi Arabia, Taiwan,
Syria and even South Korea. This concern, despite the smdl amounts of nudear materids
produced by South Korea, helps explain why the reveations have recadved so much atention
and sparked such concern.

Thus, South Korea and its friend, induding the United Sates, must work cooperative to repar
those sysems that have heped keep the number of nudear weapons low and keep peace on
the Korean peninsula for the past 50 years. Key to this reparing the USROK military and
political dliance. For too long, the leaders and populations of both states have dlowed the
bass for the rdationship democracy, economic ties and links in population to be taken for
granted. Moreover, the military reaionship must be congantly reassessed and reassured so that
both populaions have confidence in the commitment of their partners. But this process mug
begin with the government in Seoul accepting what has happened and working to reassure the
US and the world that these programs are not only isolated, but taking seps to ensure they
can never reoccur. Only then can the dlies reengage the criticd internationa efforts with
North Korea and prevent a more dangerous world from emerging.

Jon Wolfghal is the Deputy Director for Non-Proliferation at the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace in Washington DC and co-author of Universal Compliance: A Srategy for
Nuclear Security.



