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Whenever any discussion comes up about stability and security in Northeast
Asia, it can generate intense worldwide interest. One of the reasons the world
is so interested in this region is because we are all part of a global enterprise -
indeed, a global economy. We depend on each other for our well-being and
our quality of life. Last year, Northeast Asia accounted for fully one quarter of
the world’s gross domestic product. 25% of everything made in the world
comes from this region. Because of this, the world economy is tied directly to

the economic power and production from this area of the world.

The Republic of Korea is a key leader in this region. Your nation is a thriving
democracy, a bastion of individual freedom, a world economic power, and a
free market model. Because of this, the ROK-US. Security Alliance is no longer
just a singular military Alliance; rather the Alliance represents a web of
economic, social, educational, diplomatic and military relationships, all resulting
in a society that is an envy of much of the world. There are some who want
to see the Alliance minimized or even dismantled. We should guard against
this.

Needless to say, our military partnership is a central and key component of
our Alliance. There is a saying that "money is a coward". It means, of course,
investors and venture capitalists are less likely to invest in regions of the world
that are unstable and insecure. On the other hand, they will invest willingly
and freely in areas that are stable and secure. For decades, our Alliance has
brought peace and stability to this area, creating a secure environment attractive
for international investment, favorable for economic development, and that

contributes to regional prosperity.

The result of all this has been beneficial to both of our nations. Northeast

VIP Report 2006. 9. 27. 17
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Asia now accounts for i of all United Sates international trade. ROK-U.S.
two-way trade totals 70 trillion won annually, with the US. as Korea’s third
largest trading partner. US. direct foreign investment in Korea exceeded 4
trillion won last year, demonstrating the trust and confidence U.S. business
have in Korea as a valued, stable, and reliable partner, now and into the
future. Now, for this and many other reasons, it is in the national interests of
both the Republic of Korea and the United States to ensure our Alliance

remains a strong deterrent to aggression, with no cracks and no seams.

Standing before you today, I represent three commands - the ROK and US.
Combined Forces Command, the United Nations Command, and the United
States Forces Korea. While each command has its own role and mission, all the
commands are committed to guaranteeing the safety and security of the
Republic of Korea, and the continued stability of Northeast Asia.

Combined Forces Command has generated a lot of discussion lately regarding
the issue of wartime operational command and control. As you know, in
commanding Combined Forces Command, I report to both the President of
Korea and the President of the United States. The United States does not
command ROK forces in wartime, nor does the ROK command United States
forces in wartime. Within Combined Forces Command, responsibility for

Alliance Command is a shared national responsibility.

The Republic of Korea desires to transition from our current combined and
equally shared command structure, to a structure where ROK forces are
singularly and independently commanded by the ROK Government during
wartime. This would move the United States to a supporting role. In a
supporting role and as a reliable ally, the United Stated would desire to
organize its own independent and complementary command structure,
providing military help and assistance to the Republic of Korea in those areas

of warfare where our two nations reach agreement.
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As I've stated many times, the United Sates supports your nation’s desires for
independent command, and is working to reach agreement on the details.
Given Korea's economic, military, and societal advancements, stature, and stated
sesires, the expeditious transition to independent command is proper and
indeed very achievable. Our governments will decide the exact date for
disestablishment complimentary national commands. If a decision by our
government and complimentary national commands. If a decision by our
governments is made to proceed now, it is my military assessment that such a
transition can be achieved -- with assured continued deterrence and warfighting
readiness -~ over a three year period of focused organizational activity, training
and exercising. This could result in executing the transition to ROK

independent command in the year 2009.

For those who see this as a weakening of the Alliance, let me say this again:
Regardless of the command arrangements and as long as we are welcome and
wanted in your nation, the United States will remain a committed and faithful
ally. Our commitment to the security of the Republic of Korea will not be

compromised.

As we begin the transition to separate and complementary Alliance wartime
commands, several important issues will have to be addressed by the Republic
of Korea and the United States. Answers to these questions will help shape the
military capability we will bring to the Alliance in the future. These questions

include the following:

- First. In execising independent operational command and in developing
future Alliance warplans, what will be the ROK Government's strategic war

aims, military objectives, and desired war end state criteria?

- Next, How will independent command by the ROK of its forces in wartime

impact on United States” considerations for appropriate force contributions?
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- Also. How will this new command arrangement affect the mission of the
United Nations Command, and maintenance of the Armistice Agreement? In
exercising independent command, how will the ROK Government manage the
Armistice and exercise Crisis Management in any future Armistice confrontation

with north Korea?

There and other important Alliance questions must be addressed and

answered as we move forward.

When looking at our 53 year record of Alliance achievements, one quickly
recognizes that we have made many, many changes over the years. We will
continue to do so in the future. In adapting the Alliance for contemporary
realities and requrements, however, we must always have focus and must
always capitalize on the reason WHY we need an Alliance. We have never,
never allowed those who are opposed to the Alliance to interfere with the
basic reasons FOR the Alliance: These reasons are clear, and simple and they
are powerful -- Deter north Korea; Ensure peace, stability, security, democracy,
individual freedoms, economic opportunity, and quality of life for the good
people of the Republic of Korea, their children and their grandchildren. This is
why we created this military alliance. It is why we need it now, and it is why
we need it in the future.

Thank you. Thank you for your commitment to your nation’s security, now
and into the future. Thank you for being a friend to America; and committing,
over the years, to our security needs -- whether in Vietnam, Afghanistan or
Iraq. We have common goals, common ideals, and common dreams for our
future generations. Our children and our grandchildren deserve a chance to
grow up in free democracies, strive for their goals, and achieve their dreams.
With our help and with a strong and lasting Alliance, they will have the same
opportunities that have blessed us. Thank you very much for allowing me to

make these comments and I'll be glad to take a few questions after translation.
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HRI &A| X &

F ZH X[&® =02 M
2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005(P) | 2006(E)
BHYEE (%) 8.5 3.8 7.0 3.1 47 4.0 45
2| EB2HIXIE (%) 7.1 4.9 7.6 -0.3 0.4 34 4.0
oj OIZkaH| (%) | 84 4.9 7.9 1.2 -0.3 3.2 40
Al ZDHR=SHM (%) | 122 -0.2 6.6 4.0 2.1 2.3 34
g HMEXN %) | -07 6.0 5.3 7.9 1.1 0.4 0.5
MH|SFA} (%) | 336 9.0 75 -1.2 338 5.1 6.4
daTK (A 9) 122 80 54 119 282 166 10
ol FATK| (A §) | 118 93 103 150 294 232 120
=
Q| & (A $) 1,723 | 1504 | 1625 | 1,938 | 2538 | 2,844 | 3,140
A s Z7t2 (%) | (19.9) | (127) | 80) | (19.3) | (31.0) | (120) | (10.4)
7
ef xl 200 (A §) 1,605 | 1,411 | 1521 | 1,788 | 2245 | 2,612 | 3,020
) Z7t2 (%) | (34.0) | (-121) | (7.8) | (176) | (255) | (164) | (15.6)
7| | ZHIXETH(E, %)) 23 4.1 2.7 3.6 3.6 2.7 2.8
El AHHE (%) 4.1 38 3.1 34 3.7 3.7 35
2| 2 S @D )| 1,181 | 1,201 | 1,253 | 1,192 | 1,145 | 1,024 | 960
& | M= (R, %)| 83 5.7 5.8 4.6 4.1 4.3 46
22 Hyundai Research Institute




