Roh's Trips to ASEAN and Europe Cap Series of Sales Summit
Diplomacy
- Korea to commence FTA talks with ASEAN for closer ties

South Korea and the 10 ASEAN members have agreed to launch negotiations for a bilaterd
free trade agreement (FTA) beginning early 2006 with the god of wrapping up a deal in two
years.

Presdent Roh Moo-hyun had summit taks with the Association of Southeast Adan Nations
(ASEAN) leaders in Vientiane Laos on Nov. 30 and adopted the "Joint Dedaration on
Comprehensve Cooperation Partnership between South Korea and ASEAN". The joint
communiquée, issued on the occason of the 15th anniversay of the nation's egablishment of
didogue reations with ASEAN calls for a doser economic cooperation between South Korea
and ASEAN.

The joint communiquée, based on the nation's proposa for the adoption of ajoint dedaration a
the Bali summit in October lagt year, indicates the government's determination to stress dose
ties with ASEAN. Via working-level conaultations, Korea and ASEAN plan to draw up detailed
adion plans for the implementation of the joint declaration them to the ASEAN summit
medling next year.

According to the joint communique, South Korea and ASEAN agreed to expand cooperation in
vaious fidds induding politics security and the economy. The two agreed boost contacts
between high-leve government offidals and exchange working - leve officids to promote
cooperation in the sectors of politics and securities. They adso agreed to promote dose
cooperation in the ARF, ASEAN+3, APEC and other groups in the internationa arena.

South Korea and ASEAN agreed to commence negations for an FTA from early next year for
boosting economic cooperation between the two sdes. By 2009, tariffs on a least 80 percent of
al items will be abolished.

On the sddines of two-day ASEAN Plus 3 summit, South Korea inked its second FTA with
Sngapore during bilateral summit talks following in Chil€s footsteps. Korea ratified its first
FTA with Chile last April. China and ASEAN sa the dage for establishing the world's largest
free trading area by inking an FTA with ASEAN earlier this year.

Besdes, Korea and ASEAN agreed to conduct a joint survey for crestion of an East Adan
Community (EAC), the Adan version of EU's angle market.

Both sides agreed to soon carry out steps recommended by the East Asa Sudy Group (EASG)
adopted a the ASEAN Pus 3 summit and conduct ajoint survey for the posshility of creating
an EAC through the Eag Asia Forum (EAF) and Eas Asa Summit (EAS.



South Korea and ASEAN have maintained doser reations in the past 15 years. Both Sdes
which established "Sectoral Dialogue” ties in 1989, upgraded the datus of bilatera reations to
Full Didogue Partnership in 1991. The two has had regular summit talks snce 1997 when they
held their firg summit meeting. The 10 ASEAN membe countries are Cambodia, Laos,
Myanmar, Vietnam, Brund, Indonesia, Maaysa and Philippines, Sngapore and Thailand.
Meanwhile, President Roh Moo-hyun and his Chinese and Jgpanese counterparts agreed on
Nov. 29 to cooperate for the peaceful resolution of the North Korean nudear gandoff. Roh met
with Chinese Premier Wen Jabao and Japanese Prime Miniger Junichiro Koizumi during a
tripartite meeting on the sddines of the ASEAN+3 Summit.

m Presdent Roh's vigt to Britain, Poland and France

Presdent Roh hdd summit taks with internationa leaders induding British Prime Miniger
Tony Blar and Fench Presdent Jacques Chirac, and <solicited support for the peaceful
resolution of the North Korean nudear gandoff. Roh made an active effort to explain his firm
bdief regarding the peaceful resolution to the diplomatic impasse. The Presdent hardly passed
a day without commenting on the issue during his successive vidts to Britain, Poland and
France.

His tours to Britain, Poand and Fance as wdl as Laos were dso dedicated to "sdes
diplomacy," through which he actively sought foreign invesment for Korea and bilaierd
economic cooperation with European nations.

With the 11-day trip, Roh has virtualy finished this year's tight overseas schedule, though he
was stheduled to hold a casud two-day summit with Jgpanese Prime Miniger Junichiro
Koizumi .

m APEC Forum

Presdent Roh on Nov. 23 wrapped up his 12-day summit diplomacy in South America
designed to promote the peaceful resolution of North Koreds nudear gandoff and srengthen
economic ties particular securing energy resources.

Roh mustered support for solving the North Korean issue when he met leaders participating in
the annual AdaPacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Forum in Santiago on Nov. 20-21, and
established a bridgehead in South America by agreeing to promoting economic reations during
his summit talks in Argentina, Brazil and Chile.

Roh agreed on the early opening of the gx-party taks on the North Korean nuclear standoff
during his meeting with U.S. Presdent Gorge W. Bush and Chinese Presdent Hu Jntao.



On the economic diplomacy, Presdent Roh agreed with the leaders of Argentina, Brazil and
Chile, rich in natural resources, to promote exchanges and cooperaion to an upgraded leve of
enabling comprehensve cooperation in the 21 century.

South Korea, a resource-scare country, is turning to BRIC - short for Brazil, Russa, India and
China - for dosar economic reaions. BRIC countries, which are rich in naturd resources and
are making fag economic drides have looked to South Korea as a devdopment moded, said
Minister of Commerce, Industry and Energy Lee Hee-beom, who accompanied Presdent Roh
during the APEC forum in Chile. The APEC Forum 2005 will be hed in Busan.

President Roh reached agreement with taks with the leaders of Argentina, Brazil and Chile,
cdling for the launch of a joint study on the feagbility of a trade agreement beween Korea
and the South American common market grouping, Mercosur, amed at helping Korean
companies enter the regiona markets.

During Presdent Roh's trip there, Korea was assured of its particpating in the Inter-American
Devdopment Bank as a full extraregionad member, paving the way for Korean companies to
make a foray into the procurement market in South America.

Presdent's vigt to South America was the last leg of his economic summit diplomacy to the
BRIC countries. Following his trip to China lag year, Roh made an officd trip to Russa lagt
September and India last October. nw



